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SPECIFIC BREAKDOWN OF RESTORATION ACTIVITIES AS OF NOVEMBER 7, 2006 FOR THE 
BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST'S BURNED AREA RECOVERY PLAN, WHICH BEGAN IN 
FEBRUARY 2002. 
 
November 7, 2006 
(Based on USFS response to WildWest Institute's October 12, 2006 Freedom of Information Act 
request): 
 
o Road obliteration has been completed on 21.2 miles of 45 miles (47%). Road obliteration 
means the road surface is restored to natural contours near drainage ways and culverts and other 
impediments to drainage are permanently removed, resulting in more natural patterns of runoff and 
sediment.  Most roads slated for obliteration are of little use to management and are falling apart due 
to deferred maintenance.  And any delay results in continued erosion and pollution of waters. 
 
o Road storage has been completed on 21.14 miles of 102 miles (31.5%). Road storage means 
drainage is altered to more natural patterns, but crossing structures are not fully removed, and the 
road can be easily rebuilt for future use.  This does not reduce erosion and other impacts as much as 
road obliteration, but the same issue holds - deferring the work means continuing high levels of 
impact from problem roads. 
 
o Best Management Practices (BMPs) upgrades have been completed on 110.54 of 500 miles 
(22%). The USFS also says 155 have been partially completed, but provided no specifics as to what 
partially completed means. BMP upgrades are modifications of an existing road's surface and 
drainage that improve its ability to handle traffic without large increases in sediment delivered to 
streams.  Deferring this work means these roads continue to generate polluted runoff and are highly 
vulnerable to damage from log hauling and other traffic. 
 
o Fish passage culvert replacement has been completed on 16 of 32 culverts (50%). 
 
o Stream Restoration and fish habitat improvements (ie riparian planting): 16 miles of 16 miles 
completed (100%). 
 
o Reforestation: 14,724 acres of 33,150 acres completed (44%). 
 
o Logging: 11,629 acres logged of 14,700 acres total (80% of total acres) for total volume of 
27.609 million board feet. 



 
o Restoration Funds: $7.1 million in restoration funds for the Bitterroot BAR project is still missing. 
According to the Forest Service, $9.3 million has been returned from the $25.5 million in Bitterroot 
BAR restoration funds taken from the forest to pay for costs associated with the 2002 wildfire season. 
Additionally, the forest has allocated $9.1 million to burned area recovery efforts from other program 
areas from 2001 to 2006. 
 
ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS 
 
The Forest Service touted restoration as the top priority of their Bitterroot "recovery" plan from the 
very beginning.  Conservation groups repeatedly claimed that the Forest Service was using 
restoration rhetoric as a smokescreen to push through a massive commercial logging project. 
 
Nearly five years into the Bitterroot National Forest's "recovery" project and the on-the-ground 
realities of the project stand in stark contrast to statements from Forest Service officials. Remember, 
these officials repeatedly stated that the public appeals process for the Bitterroot plan was 
circumvented so the Forest Service could move forward with critical restoration work. 
 
* "The ultimate goal of this for us, the professionals who deal with land management issues everyday, 
is to get out on the ground and do the restoration work that so badly needs to be done." - Ellen Davis, 
Forest Service spokeswoman defending the Forest Service's decision to circumvent the public 
appeals process on the Bitterroot by having Mark Rey sign the Record of Decision (Ravalli Republic, 
Nov. 28, 2001) 
 
* "It's imperative that we move forward with the project to help restore the land and prevent further 
environmental degradation." - Dale Bosworth, Chief, U.S. Forest Service explaining why the Forest 
Service needed to circumvent the public appeals process on the Bitterroot (New York Times, 
December 9, 2001) 
 
* "The most important thing to me is getting on with the restoration work. There's lots of other work we 
wanted to do - roads we wanted to obliterate, watershed work, reforestation. The idea of the whole 
project was fire restoration"  - Dale Bosworth, Chief, U.S. Forest Service defending the need to 
circumvent the public appeals process on the Bitterroot two days following a court-order preliminary 
injunction (Missoulian, January 9, 2002) 
 
* "We are not behind in our restoration work. We might even be a little ahead." - Dave Bull, Bitterroot 
National Forest Supervisor responding to a National Forest Protection Alliance and Greenpeace 
report, which identified the Bitterroot National Forest as an "Endangered Forest" (Missoulian, June 6, 
2003) 
 
* "My priorities start and stop with what I can do to facilitate the restoration of healthy forests. That's 
the priority." - Gail Kimbell, Regional Forester, U.S. Forest Service Northern Region (Missoulian, 
March 16, 2004) 


